66 Wearenot asking forarighttothe 
streets, we are taking them; we 
arenotasking foradvertisements 
that do not objectify women, 
we’re destroying the commercial 
mechanisms that  objectify 
women; we are not appealing to 
male power for an end to rape, 
but threatening: “If you touch 
me, I will fucking kill you.” 


For once, the mechanisms that 
create and maintain identities of 
womanhood were refused, and 
our desires were our own, our 
bodies were our own, and our 


violence was Our own. 
- We’ll Show You Crazy Bitches 
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we will never assimilate to the society of oppression built and maintained by 
heterosexism and cissexism. This action was also carried out in solidarity with 
the Starbucks Workers’ Union of the IWW, and their struggle for recognition. 
Later that night, this merry band of queers attacked a police car parked 
outside a private residence with another paint bomb. Cops are also part of the 
gentrifying force in the Highlands, harassing the working class and defending the 
property of yuppies and corporations (a lot of good that did for the Starbucks). 
Pigs have a long history of attacking queer folk, from the Compton Cafeteria 
riots and continuing today. While not a direct confrontation, the message gets 
across: we know уоште in our hood, and we don’t like it. Either quit your job, or 
put a bullet in your own head. 
All of these actions were carried out in solidarity with CeCe McDonald, 
a trans* and black self-defense prisoner of war. She is currently on trial, facing 
murder charges in Minneapolis, MN after getting into a fight with a neo-nazi 
and some transphobes. Honee Bea, you're in our hearts and minds! 
We also stand in solidarity with our comrade arrested during the 
May Day demo due to the actions of so-called “marshals” who are also self- 
proclaimed pacifists. In every Occupy Denver altercation, it has ALWAYS been 
the “pacifists” who physically start shit with the “violent anarchists.” Fuck off 
and die, peace nazis. Especially Roshan Bliss and Tanner Spendley; you're both 
on our shit-list, you liberal, snitching scum. 
Solidarity to all prisoners, especially our queer and trans* liberation 
prisoners of war. We’re coming for you, comrades. 
Until all cages are empty, 
The CeCe McDonald Brigade 
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INTRODUCTION 


here is a violence that dominates. It is gay bashing. It is rape. It is the 

clear-cut and the vivisection lab. It is the bank and the local coffee 

shop. It is the patrol car and the prison. It is your job, your late rent, 

your rotting teeth, your wounds that won't heal. It is the silence that 
maintains all of the above. 

There is a violence that liberates. It is the murdered homophobe. It is 
the knee-capped rapist. It is the arson and the mink liberation. It is the smashed 
window and the expropriated food. It is the cop on fire and the riot behind 
bars. It is work avoidance, squatting, criminal friendship, and the total refusal 
of compromise. It is the chaos that can never be stopped. 

The maintanance of this world depends on the interalization of the 
former, and the total suppression of the latter. This suppression comes in 
many obvious forms: arrests, raids, grand juries, informants, snitches, CCTV, 
cut wages, firing, conspiracy charges, solitary confinement, eviction. But the 
suppression of revolutionary violence requires much more than jails and police, 
it requires an ideological veil to mask the very existence of that violence. 

How many times must dead martyrs be pulled from their graves and 
paraded before our eyes? How many new phrases can the leftist filth develop 
in their attempts to convince us that this-or-that group is inherently peaceful, 
loving, passive? How many times must our experiences, our very lives, be used 
to silence revolt, to justify police action, to prove that violence is “privileged” 


and “fucked up?” 


І ат never peaceful. The world does violence to me, and I desire nothing 
but violence toward the world. Anyone who attempts to keep me from my lust for 
blood and fire will burn with the world they cling so desperately to. 


Along these lines, we have attempted to compile a selection of articles 
on revolutionary violence against gender and those who maintain its control 
and management in our daily lives. When we began putting this together, our 
focus was solely on the theory and communiques that surfaced in 2010, positing 
an insurrectional practice against rapists and abusers that, recognizing the 
overwhelming failure of accountability processes, offered attack as an option 
for survivors. Much of this original purpose remains, as many of the pieces 
herein are theoretical critiques of accountability and “community, as well as 
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describing instead the necessary “post-apocalyptic civil war madness” that the 
myth of social peace works desperately to keep us from. “Prison is government. 
No government in the world is going to allow anyone to deconstruct its prisons, 
come what may. Therefore, to actually abolish prisons, the government must be 
destroyed, overthrown.” 

Here’s to the end of the capitalist system that the police imprison us to 
protect and to freedom for trans women, and freedom for us all. As our hearts 
burn with the loss of our loved ones, may their cities burn as well. 

Dean Schmitz was not the first and he will not be the last! 

VENGEANCE NOT REMEMBRANCE! 

WE WILL NOT REST IN PEACE! 


Anti-gay arly in the morning of April 24th a group of 


angry queers smashed out the windows of Mars 
Church Hill Church in Southeast Portland. Mars Hill 


Smashed 

А Driscoll, Mars Hill’s head pastor, has said that women 
n Memory need to be subservient to their husbands and that gay 
of Mark people are a cancer. His personal brand of Christianity 
crusades against the “feminization” of Jesus - we angry 


is notoriously anti-gay and anti-woman. Mark 


Aguhar and queers are not fans of Jesus, but we have a problem with 
Paig e Clay anyone who has a problem with femmes. 

This action was taken in memory of Mark 
Aguhar, a fierce queer/trans femme of color and artist 
from Chicago who killed herself a little over a month 
ago. We also hold in our hearts Paige Clay, a trans woman 
of color who was found murdered in Chicago on April 
16th; Duanna Johnson, a black trans woman who was 
in all likelihood murdered by the police in 2008; Agnes 
Torres Sulca, Deoni Jones, and all other trans women 
who have been murdered by this cissexist, femmephobic, 
racist, and transmisogynistic society. 

Churches are a major contributor to the culture 
that deems trans women of color to be disposable, as not 
worth keeping alive. Children who are forced to attend 
Mars Hill are indoctrinated in hateful dogma that teaches 
them their natural desires are an abomination that will 
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Anarcha- 
Feminists 
Take to the 
Streets 


THEORY 


A movement teaches less by words than by the power it 
exercises which, clearing away the debris of appearances, 
tells it like it is.- Selma James, 1973 


his is only a beginning. We come together 

today as anarcha-feminists excited because of 

this new beginning. Anarcha-feminism has 

barely been flushed out, put into action, or 
recognized as a politic by even ourselves. And many of 
us have never known of each other’s existence, therefore 
never knowing what we are capable of. We find it fitting 
to meet in the streets, where strong social bonds are 
created and great turns in history unfold. Make friends 
and comrades this May Day and expect great things to 
come. 

There’s a new anarchism on the tips of all of our 
tongues. But there is also a legacy of radical and powerful 
movements that we may find enlightening if we are aware 
enough to not get caught in the trappings that brought 
them to an end. In order to determine what we wish to be 
we must see where we began... 

The New Left movements pushed us forward 
light years in their declarations that struggle is to be found 
on many, many more fronts than class alone. Movements 
that we are the most proud of in our left histories — 
Black Power, Queer Liberation, Women’s Liberation, 
etc. — were quite literally crafting a future reality that 
looked very promising. As these movements crumbled 
or weakened we can see how aspects of these struggles 
that lacked a critique of authoritarian (and especially 
State) power fell into the arms of liberalism. Liberalism 
assumes and maintains the delusion that a government or 
any kind of higher power is necessary and responsible for 
looking after us, to ensure that all is peaceful and equal. 
We are kept in a state of perpetual childhood, where all 
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to the head in September and Chassity Vickers was shot in Hollywood just four 
days ago, on November 16th. 

These are just a few examples of transsexual homicides in the US alone 
that made headlines this year. Women whose lives and deaths get summed up 
by reporter after snake-eyed reporter who can barely manage to contain their 
contempt for the queer and make no effort whatsoever to disguise their disdain 
for anyone alleged to have been a criminal or whore. Funeral services become 
the rushed lowering of mangled corpses into the ground, in anticipation of a 
grave on which to spit. This was exemplified by the pastor of Lashai Mclean’s 
funeral, who repeatedly referred to her by male pronouns and went as far as to 
incite a mass walk out of the many trans attendants by claiming that “When you 
live a certain lifestyle this is the consequence you have to pay.” 

While we remember our dead let us not forgot about those still 
struggling, especially those who are facing charges and/or living lives in cages. 

In June Catherine Carlson was sentenced to 10 years in an Idaho prison 
after being convicted of first degree arson, unlawful possession of a bomb, using 
a hoax destructive device, and indecent exposure. Before her conviction she had 
locked herself in her trailer for years and left only when necessary, approximately 
once every ten days when she needed food and could no longer subsist off of 
coffee alone. Every time she left her home she was taunted by police. Despite 
having had her name legally changed for over three decades, she couldn’t get 
her given name removed from her license. She was jailed on four occasions for 
driving without a license in her stubborn and inspiring refusal to acknowledge 
the state’s attempt at controlling her gender. Eventually this torment led to 
rupture. Catherine constructed what appeared to be four pipe bombs, left them 
next to a propane tank, set her trailer and her truck on fire, and walked down 
the highway naked until being stopped and arrested. She is currently being held 
in the hole of a men’s prison despite having had sex reassignment surgery. 

On the night of June Sth in Minneapolis, Chrishaun “CeCe” 
McDonald was harassed outside of a bar for being black and trans and had a 
glass smashed in her face. A fight broke out and minutes later her attacker, Dean 
Schmitz, had been fatally stabbed. CeCe was arrested, charged with murder, got 
bailed out after a month in isolation and is currently awaiting trial. 

Three trans women were arrested in connection to a flash mob attack 
on a New York City Dunkin Donuts that happened on Christopher St the 
night of May 16th. Christopher St is a street with a rich history of queer and 
trans resistance (including the Stonewall Riots) and an apparent inability to 
rid itself of the fierce homeless trans youth it is known for despite decades of 
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are the one with a police gun in your face and you are the one later bailing out 
your boyfriend despite the fact that the 1st of the month is quickly approaching. 
That which establishes our horrible positions in society will never abolish those 
positions. And we want out. We no longer want to be victims, but we know that 
we can not count on the State, men, white people, straight people, the cops — 
whoever it is for you — to do this for us. 

Ironically, despite our critiques – and sometimes hatred – of identity 
politics, we find ourselves coming together around a (somewhat loose) 
identity: We are some people who no longer want to be victims of gender 
tyranny and misogyny. Within this grouping we are hoping to circumvent, to 
a certain extent, our gender and what that means for us when we are living our 
lives in this Man’s World so we might gain some insight as to what it might 
look like to not have gender dynamics influence every interaction. We come 
together to fight for a reality where identities such as “тап, “woman,” and 
“trans” are logical impossibilities. We know that together we can tend to our 
misgivings that these desires are irrational and get down to business. 

We will not, in fact, be throwing out identity politics all together. If 
nothing else because we refuse to let liberals and non-profits have our radical 
politics. But also because we do find it useful to identify and analyze our 
miserable conditions in order to have a point of a departure, in order to know 
very clearly what we do not want to be. 

We do not want a feminism that looks like a social worker behind a desk with 
concerned eyebrows. We want a feminism that stays up late at the kitchen 
table convincing us that we deserve better. We do not want a feminism that 
will put us up in a run down state shelter for a short while until мете “back on 
our feet.” We want a feminism that will break back into our house we were just 
kicked out of and tell the land lord Һе? have hell to pay from a mob of angry 
bitches if he attempts eviction again. 

And when one of us is raped and murdered for our gender we 
definitely do not want more empty calls for “justice” and quiet candle-lit 
vigils. We want a feminism that acts from a much wider range of emotion 
and expectation. We want a visible expression of exasperation, anger, and 
frustration that makes obvious that we are finished with these routines: the 
routines of violence against women and queer people, the routines of quietly 
shaking our heads at these tragedies, the routines of asking for change. We 
want a feminism that is not afraid to try new things, that is dynamic enough to 
know that at times healing comes in the form of vengeance and change comes 
in the form of destroying what destroys you. 
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n the wee hours of the morning of November 13th, 

a banner was dropped on a bridge over the 1-90/94 

in Chicago reading, “Don’t Mourn, Attack! Avenge 

Shelley!” and three police vehicles were disabled in 
response to the brutal murder of a young trans woman 
named Shelley “Treasure” Hilliard, whose torso was 
found next to the same highway (1-94) in Detroit this 
past week. 

It is easy to become lost in the sorrow of the 
brutal violence of gender that exposes the bodies of trans 
women to a one-in-twelve chance of violent death at the 
hands of the partisans defending this wretched society. 
But our violence is the alchemy that can turn our tears 
into a potent poison dripping down the throat of the 
social order. Take action to avenge Shelley’s death and 
to remind us all that in the face of the terror of prisons, 
police, and queer-bashing, that it is our obligation to bash 
back against all that would destroy us. We look forward 
to hearing about more attacks for Shelley and for us all in 
the coming weeks. 

Solidarity to all the trans women and gender 
rebels surviving and rebelling in the belly of the prison 
and under the guns of the pigs! 

Solidarity to our all comrades in the US, Mexico, 
Greece, Chile, and many other places who has chosen to 
attack and now face the violence of the law! 

Solidarity with those whose survivals have 
been made criminal who are reclaiming their ability to 
struggle! 

yours in the gender strike, 
some ticked off trannies with knives. 


used to create mutually exclusive categories of “fucked up” and “wronged.” I find 
the language of “survivor” and “perp” offensive because it does not lay bare all 
the ways in which abuse is a dynamic between parties. (Though I will use those 
terms here because it’s the common tender we have.) 

Anarchists are not immune to dynamics of abuse - that much we can all 
agree on - but I have come to realize more and more that we cannot keep each 
other safe. Teaching models of mutual working consent is a good start, but it 
will never be enough: socialization of gender, monogamy - the lies of exclusivity 
and the appeal of “love” as propriety are too strong. People seek out these levels 
of intensity when the love affair is new, when that obsessive intimacy feels good 
and then don’t know how to negotiate soured affection. 

That’s the thing about patriarchy: it’s fucking pervasive; and that’s the 
thing about being an anarchist or trying to live free, fierce, and without apology: 
none of it keeps you safe from violence. There is no space we can create in a 
world as damaged as the one we live in which is absent from violence. That we 
even think it is possible says more about our privilege than anything else. Our 
only autonomy lies in how we negotiate and use power and violence ourselves. 

I really want to emphasize: there is no such thing as safe space under 
patriarchy or capitalism in light of all the sexist, hetero-normative, racist, classist 
(etc) domination that we live under. The more we try and pretend safety can 
exist at a community level, the more disappointed and betrayed our friends and 
lovers will be when they experience violence and do not get supported. Right 
now we’ve been talking a good game but the results are not adding up. 

There are a lot of problems with the current model: the very 
different experiences of sexual assault and relationship abuse get lumped 
together. Accountability processes encourage triangulation instead of 
direct communication, and because conflict is not pushed, most honest 
communication is avoided. Direct confrontation is good! Avoiding it doesn’t 
allow for new understandings, cathartic release, or the eventual forgiveness that 
person-to-person exchanges can lead to. 

We have set up a model where all parties are encouraged to simply 
negotiate how they never have to see each other again or share space. Some 
impossible demands/promises are meted out and in the name of confidentiality, 
lines are drawn in the sand on the basis of generalities. Deal with your shit but 
you can’t talk about the specifics of what went down and you can’t talk to each 
other. The current model actually creates more silence: only a specialized few 
are offered information about what happened but everyone is still expected to 
pass judgment. There is little transparency in these processes. 
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dumpster. 

This action is in solidarity to the rioters in Oakland and Greece, Bash 
Back!, native warriors still resisting the church and the 2010 Olympic Games, 
and to whoever burned down Sarah Palin’s church. 

Smash Things Up in the Night 


A Renegade Angel 

Pittsburgh hursday night, following a radical queer 
motivational speech about rioting, a black 

September bloc emerged as the fourth round of the day’s 
2009: street fighting. This particularly vicious bloc 


(later named the Bash Back! black bloc) moved through 

My Oakland smashing countless windows, overturning 

Preferred dumpsters and setting them on fire. 

Gender A friend remarks: what is so queer about that? 

People just wore black and burned things in the street. 

Pronoun is We counter: the practice of wearing black and 
e destroying everything may very well be the queerest 

Negation gesture of all. 

In fact, it cuts to the heart of the matter: to queer 
is to negate. At this intersection of our deviant bodies 
we experimented in becoming-mob, prolematizing our 
very bodily boundaries. Fairy wands, tiaras, hammers, 
and masks were annexed into our limbs as dangerous 
prosthetics. Rocks, dumpsters, and black sequined 
dresses were profaned and put into use — thrown through 
windows, set on fire, and draped over our shoulders as 
a more fabulous take on riot attire. Our thresholds-of 
self dissolved further into a floor of shattered glass and 
smoldering garbage across the field of play. 

Without hesitation, queers shed the constraints 
of identity in becoming autonomous, mobile, and 
multiple with varying difference. We interchanged 
desires, gratifications, ecstasies, and tender emotions 
without reference to the tables of surplus value of power 
structures. Muscled arms built barricades and broke 
shit to the imagined anthems of riot grrrl (or was it La 
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survivors you know most people don’t come out of it feeling supported. Weve 
raised expectations but the real life experience is still shit. 

I was traveling abroad when it happened. The only person I told called 
the police against my wishes. They searched the “crime” scene without my 
consent and took DNA evidence because I didn’t dispose of it. Knowing I had 
allowed myself in a moment of vulnerability to be pressured and coerced into 
participating in the police process against my political will made me feel even 
worse than being violated had. I left town shortly thereafter so I didn’t have to 
continue to be pressured by my “friend” into cooperating with the police any 
more than I already had. The only way I felt any semi-balance of control during 
that period was by taking retribution against my rapist into my own hands. 

I realized that I also could wield threats, anger and implied violence as 
а weapon. After my first experience of “support” I chose to do that alone. I could 
think of no one in that moment to ask for help but it was OK because I realized 
I could do it myself. In most other places I think I could have asked some of 
my friends to help me. The culture of nonviolence does not totally permeate 
all of the communities I exist in. The lack of affinity I felt was a result of being 
transient to that city but I don’t think my experience of being offered mediation 
instead of confrontation is particularly unique. 

In the case of sexual assault I think retaliatory violence is appropriate, 
and I don’t think there needs to be any kind of consensus about it. Pushing 
models that promise to mediate instead of allow confrontation is isolating and 
alienating. I didn’t want mediation through legal channels or any other. I wanted 
revenge. I wanted to make him feel as out of control, scared, and vulnerable as 
he had made me feel. There is no safety really after a sexual assault, but there can 
be consequences. 

We can’t provide survivors safe space: safe space, in a general sense, 
outside of close friendships, some family and the occasional affinity just doesn’t 
exist. Our current models of accountability suffer from an over-abundance of 
hope. Fuck the false promises of safe space - we will never get everyone on the 
same page about this. Let’s cop to how hard healing is and how delusional any 
expectation for a radical change of behavior is in the case of assault. We need 
to differentiate between physical assault and emotional abuse: throwing them 
together under the general rubric interpersonal violence doesn’t help. 

Cyclical patterns of abuse don’t just disappear. This shit is really really 
deep; many abusers were abused and many abused become abusers. The past 
few years I have watched with horror as the language of accountability became 
an easy front for a new generation of emotional manipulators. It’s been used to 
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Sex workers, like all workers, sell their labor for wages. As women in a 
patriarchal society, they face attacks from customers and often from police. The 
same system which seeks to criminalize them is the same force that shut down 
production at the Modesto Bee building itself, and threatens people across the 
Central Valley. The police, the protectors of the rich. The media, their mouth 
piece. Fuck you all. 

With super glue, we gave you a likkle sumthing, knowing that hopefully 
not being able to collect money from people that buy your horrible publication 
will be a thorn in your side. In total, 10 newspaper boxes were sabotaged last 
week. These actions are easy. They are simple to reproduce. Fuck the Modesto 
Bee, from its ongoing layoffs and horrible wages, to its boss and cop loving 
content. We up in yo honey pot, what?! 

Against patriarchy and its police! 
Destroy capitalism! 


Bee Killaz 

The n Friday, April 15th, 2011 some anti-fascist 
А А in Anti-Racist Action learned of the location 
Rejection of of the National Socialist Movement’s 
the national conference for rank promotion and 


А five-year planning. A group of 30 of us decided to march 
Identity of to ки а Nazi’ кој ЕН to bodily and boldly 
Victim- confront them, and we were decidedly victorious. After 
Е $ the the dust settled six Nazis were hospitalized, more 
ization киштә адна 4 4 
were injured, their vehicles and property were damaged, 
Throug h and their conference was ended. On the other side, one 
e anti-fascist required moderate first aid. 
Cracking a Many of us at the melee were people of color, 
Nazi’s Skull working class, immigrants, women, queer, transgendered, 
and/or people on parole or probation. The logic of the 
victim is constantly thrust upon us. We are said to be ‘at 
risk’ and must be protected and pandered to. It is said 
that we need others, usually the State, to protect and 
stand up for us. But, through the action of splitting Nazis’ 
heads open, we rejected the logic of victimization. We 
will continue to do so, we will be victims no longer. We 
do not need others to stand up for us, we have each other. 
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communication because there is no way to destroy rape culture without 
destroying society. In the meantime let’s stop expecting the best or the worst 
from people. 

Гат sick of accountability and its lack of transparency. 

Гат sick of triangulating. 

Гат sick of hiding power exchange. 

Гат sick of hope. 

I have been raped. 

I have been an unfair manipulator of power in some of my intimate 
relationships. 

I have had sexual exchanges that were a learning curve for better 
consent. 

I have the potential in me to be both survivor and perp, abused and 
abuser, as we all do. 

These essentialist categories don’t serve us. People rape, very few people 
are rapists in every sexual exchange. People abuse one another: this abuse is 
often mutual and cyclical; cycles are hard but not impossible to amend. These 
behaviors change contextually. Therefore there is no such thing as safe space. 

I want us to be honest about being at war - with ourselves, with our 
lovers and with our “radical” community - because we are at war with the world 
at large and those tendrils of domination exist within us and they affect so much 
of what we touch, who we love, and those we hurt. 

But we are not only the pain we cause others or the violence inflicted 
upon us. 

We need more direct communication and when that doesn’t help 
we need direct engagement in all its horrible messy glory. As long as we make 
ourselves vulnerable to others we will never be safe in the total sense of the word. 

There is only affinity and trust kept. 

There is only trust broken and confrontation. 

The war isn’t going to end anytime soon 

Let’s be better at being in conflict. 
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feel safe there again. 

This is a precedent. This is the beginning ofa new kind of accountability 
process, one that leaves the perpetrator in pain - though this is still only a tiny 
fraction of the pain that he has caused. We know that Jacob is not the only 
guilty one. We know there are more of you out there. 

We are not sorry, and we will not stop: from now on, we will respond 
to sexual violence with violence. 


“If you touch me, I will fucking kill you.” Let the roundups begin. 


(A public service announcement: we encourage you to all use consent from 
here on out. And let it be clear: consent is not the absence of a ‘no; but the 
presence of a ‘yes.’) 


A Modest n the past weeks, crazy bitches have chosen to 

show gross yuppie neighborhoods and scummy 
Proposal pseudo-anarchist rapists their power in some pretty 
from Some sick and sadistic ways. While rape apologists and 


generally fucked-up dudes have act horrified and evoked 
Crazy anachronistic concepts of “community” to repudiate this, 
Bitches we, as fellow crazy bitches out to tear this shit to pieces 
say, “we want more!” The fact of the matter is, when 
bitches get attacked for making war on their fucked-up 
conditions, other crazy bitches will be there to turn up 
the heat even further. We’re excited at the utter horror of 
“anarcho”-dudes everywhere; this means that someone’s 
done something right. Our simple proposal: crews 
of crazy bitches form everywhere, in every city in this 
country and beyond. Kick the shit out of your rapists, 
write the insurrectionary feminist theory that we need 
so bad, become an autonomous force that will destroy 
everything in its wake. And rape apologists, patriarchs, 
and “anarcho”-dudes be warned, you will not be safe 
from our fury. When you fuck with a crazy bitch, you 
have fucked with all of us. And we’re not so demure and 
dainty these days. 
“Dude, I’m gonna negate the shit out of you.” 
-one of many future 
autonomous cells of crazy bitches 
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situations. 
Thus, I beg the reader’s forgiveness for the use of what is admittedly a 
reductive and problematic vocabulary.) 


There is a peculiar sort of discourse which surrounds the issue of 
accountability in anarchist or otherwise “radical” circles - one that takes for 
granted that anarchist men should receive treatment distinct from other men. 
When, in the anarchist milieu, a man sexually assaults a woman, the surrounding 
community will often engage in a process designed to hold the man accountable 
for his actions; in the name of “restorative justice” or a “safer” community, with 
the intent of keeping the individual from doing it again. 

My contempt isn’t for any one of these goals, but rather for the idea that 
seems to regularly accompany them, being that - as opposed to non-anarchist 
men - anarchist men who commit sexual violence should first be approached 
from a standpoint of community repair. Whereas with other men, the knee-jerk 
reaction of many women (anarchist/radical or otherwise, but let’s here focus 
on the former) to these offenses would likely involve something resulting in 
hospitalization on the man’s part, anarchists are somehow given the benefit of 
the doubt, the opportunity to “work on their shit.” That is, after an assault takes 
place (quixotically and rather disturbingly, prior to such an offense, it seems, the 
subject is rarely directly broached, its importance rarely emphasized). 

While noble, this is also somewhat paradoxical - if anything, shouldn’t 
men in these communities be held to a more immediate standard, given their 
implicit allegiance to certain ideals off the bat, and their (unfortunately, often 
falsely) assumed understanding and critique of capitalist patriarchy and its 
functions? Shouldn’t men in these communities be even more detested for 
falsely displaying comradeship for, and then afterwards still expecting it from, 
the survivors of their actions? 

And if the answers to those questions are yes and yes, why are they 
confronted more theoretically, more verbally? The simple and legitimate reply 
is often that such a response is what corresponds to the wishes of the woman 
assaulted. But this is not without its own problematic. Why would you leave 
his teeth intact while anyone else would eat the curb? What is it that convinces 
us that we should consider this less violent option in one instance but not the 
other? 

That is to say: if his twisted understanding of anarchism (or any other 
radical or revolutionary politics) involves or excuses sexual assault, why does 
anyone owe him anything? Why then give him the benefit of the ideal? 
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hijacking of our collectively defined accountability process particularly offen- 
sive. Attempts by some self-identified “male allies” to take control of the action 
by confronting Maus themselves, pressuring women for inclusion and calling 
a public meeting without our permission undermined our practice of self-or- 
ganization. Rather than demonstrating their support these men made it clear 
that they were unwilling to allow us to act on our own behalf without their 
involvement. The type of action we took as a group of female-bodied comrades 
aligns clearly with anti-hierarchical politics and goals of self-determination. If 
our male-bodied ‘comrades’ want to be considered as comrades, we'd like to see 
them behave that way. 

This action sets a precedent, the beginning of a new kind of account- 
ability process, one that leaves the perpetrator in pain and articulates our call 
for the dismantling of male supremacy in radical political communities and 
beyond. We know that Maus is not the only guilty one. We know there are 
more of you out there... 

It would take a revolution to eliminate structural violence; thus an 
anti-rape agenda must be part of any revolutionary agenda. We demand this 
now. 


We'll Show ressed in matching black skirts and masks, 
dozens of women gathered on Saturday 
You Crazy evening for an anti-capitalist Take Back the 
Bitches I Night march, stopping traffic on Bedford 
Avenue, overturning trashcans, and breaking windows. 
Tired of tamely shouting slogans on campus sidewalks, 
we took the night back by taking it, refusing the structural 
mechanisms that create rapists and their victims. 
Although in recent years Take Back the Night 
has been co-opted by liberal feminists, it has its roots 
in the widespread unrest of Italy in the late seventies. 
In 1976, a seventeen-year-old was gang-raped in Rome. 
A year later, when her case went to trial, she was gang- 
raped again by the same men: and this time, her whole 
body was slashed with razors in an attempt to keep her 
silent. Within hours, fifteen thousand women mobilized, 
uniformly dressed like the sex workers common to the 


district; “NO MORE MOTHERS, WIVES AND 
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intentional or even malicious disregard for consent doesn’t merit a conversation. 

As a necessarily crude and reductive yet possibly helpful example (as 
different systems of oppression and the relationships between them are, of 
course, neither simple nor identical), white people guilty of racially motivated 
transgressions (verbal or physical, slurs or attacks) are rarely recommended 
for “accountability.” They are not given the benefit of a process, all too often 
organized and worked on by the very people towards whom their violence is 
directed, aimed at rehabilitating their racist ways. No one, it would seem, bends 
over backwards to grant them a complex opportunity to repent. Because racism 
is fucked, and people should know that, period. 

Sexual assault and rape are not things that just happen. They are 
not merely individual transgressions. These acts are political — intentional 
perpetuations of a system of domination; a system which subordinates women 
on every level; a system which is always violent, hostile, and manipulative; a 
system which cannot be addressed by “fixing” individual perpetrators on 
a philosophical level and then welcoming them back into the arms of the 
community they attacked. And it was never just an attack, but always a deliberate 
reinforcement of patriarchal oppression. These systems necessitate self-defense 
as material as the manifestations it confronts. 

Just as sexual violence isn’t something that simply happens without 
implication, capitalist patriarchy isn’t something that simply exists without 
origin. Historically, as was an integral part of the development of capitalism, 
women’s labor - that of physical reproduction - is distinctly corporeal. This 
process occurs only physically, fully within a body. “Men’s work”, or manual 
labor, is physical in its operation, but deliberate operations of the hands also 
necessarily involve the mind as well - these acts are not performed innately, 
naturally; their every step requires some brief intellectual evaluation. Following 
this, we can easily observe a greater social emphasis on women’s bodies than 
men’s bodies, as women’s intellects are simultaneously presumed to be inferior 
to those of men. 

Rape violently reifies this corporeality as a female experience. Women, 
here, are not only primarily bodies to begin with, but are then further forced 
into and confined within those bodies. Accountability processes as mental, 
emotional, or intellectual endeavors can be said to perpetuate this divide 
- the woman’s experience is a battle with the physical, the man’s remains 
verbal, psychological. On the back of the very dynamic which has carried the 
development of capitalist social roles, then, we would appear to be resting our 
own understanding of justice. 
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PRACTICE 


i. communi- 1% és ал unwavering political statement, a conscious effort 
to politicize an event without being apologetic or defensive. 

que This statement is written by a collective of women who came 
together in the spring of 2010 based on shared experiences 
and concerns surrounding patriarchy and sexual violence 
within the radical scene and beyond. In our meetings and 
discussions, we learned that many of the women within our 
network have experienced some form of sexual violence. It is 
no coincidence that we have had this experience with power. 
Rape is not a personal misfortune but an experience with 
domination shared by many women. When more than two 
people have suffered the same oppression the problem is no 
longer personal but political — thus, rape is a political mat- 
ter - New York Radical Feminists Manifesto, 1971 


iolence against women contributes to a sys- 

tem of power, organizing society into a com- 

plex set of relationships based on a sometimes 

invisible and internalized assumption of male 
supremacy. Rape is not the only form of control that 
male-bodied individuals can practice in romantic, friend, 
or comradely relationships. Physical as well as emotional 
abuse function as ways of maintaining involuntary hier- 
archies and control over women, female sexuality, and 
reproductive systems. 

The silence and secrecy that often surrounds is- 
sues of power and domination should in no way to be 
taken as complicity, however, we as women and survivors 
will remain silent no longer. 

Ideologically speaking, male-bodied anarchists 
and communists align with principles of egalitarianism 
and anti-authoritarianism, yet daily practices in this re- 
gard oftentimes fall short. We have repeatedly seen a 
chasm between theory and praxis in male-bodied treat- 
ment of women and other oppressed people. We have 
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discussing gender, is unintentionally yet strongly dismissive of trans experience 
by way of referring to “socialization” without clarifying self-identification as a 
separate factor. This was a serious oversight, and one for which I offer a sincere 
apology. For what it’s worth - not as any excuse - trans experience was always 
meant to be included as a singular and crucial aspect of any consideration of 
gendered violence or simplistic/stereotypical assumptions about it. The majority 
of perpetrators of sexual assault аге MALE-IDENTIFIED male-socialized 
individuals, the latter term as definitively not synonymous with the former (the 
term “cisgender”, which I take separate issue with, could also be applicable here), 
and this should have been made clear, as well as the unique circumstances which 
accompany sexual violence against trans people. Still, it is my hope that the 
basic arguments made regarding accountability and community response will 
remain pertinent. 


Dysphoria he last three weeks, every stranger I have 

come across has misgendered me, whether I’m 
Means femming it up or not. In the mirrored elevator 
Total doors at work my face looks tired, angular in 


all the wrong ways. With some unease, I recognize my 
Destroy dad in my reflection. Both my spiro and estro pills ran 
out today, and I’m flipping out. They’re probably going 
to arrive Monday, but they might have gotten lost in 
untracked airmail and what the fuck am I going to do 
if Гуе got to spend another Benjamin and wait three 
weeks more? I want to scream. I’m filled with steam. 
I’m warding off the desire to hit myself, and so I start 
daydreaming in my gray cubicle. I see a hijacked airliner 
turn and head directly towards my desk. I’m staring it 
down, making ridiculous arm gestures, calling it in like 
some sort of kamikaze air controller. There’s a loud flash, 
I disappear, and everything burns. 

Being so qualitative, dysphoria is difficult to pin 
down exactly. A decent definition would be something 
like “intense unease in regards to (one’s) gender? where 
gender is understood to include the entirety of sex, 
gender, and anatomy (since none exist outside of the 
discourses within which they are produced and they 
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another city or perhaps your hometown. 

This is the rhythm of our memory and our collective fear and misery, 
which repeats with every murder, vigil, and Trans Day of Remembrance. An 
insurrectional practice which attacks the foundations of gender must also 
utilize the rhythms of memory and emotion, but toward the end of breaking 
the ideology of victimization and passivity that the former practices maintain. 
Insurrectional comrades elsewhere in the world write: “Power has implemented 
on its behalf a machine of forgetting, each time more perfect and macabre, in 
order to maintain actual conditions in its favor. Amnesia only generates an 
acceptance of imposed reality while observing past struggles or comrades like 
photographs, severing every connection with reality, achieved by showing how 
unfeasible every intent to disobey the masters is.” This has manifested in attacks 
in solidarity with insurrectional comrades who have fallen or who are facing 
repression. These attacks are an attempt to tap into the visceral stores of hatred 
for this world and for its attacks upon those who share the desire to see an end 
to it, connecting the rhythms of collective memory, a desire for vengeance, and 
the terrain of struggle upon which they are situated. 

We might be able to remove this practice of attack from a situation in 
which anarchists are only self-referential to the history of their own struggle 
and also apply it to our place within the cycles of deadly gender violence and 
mourning. Indeed, this has already been experimented with amongst anarchists 
in the United States. This model was experimented with in Bash Back!’s “Avenge 
Duanna” campaign, in which queer anarchists from a variety of cities carried out 
actions in response to Duanna Johnson’s murder in Memphis, TN in 2008. This 
brought to life a practice which connected the visceral emotions of vengeance, 
connection to collective memory, and attack which built power and the refusal 
of victimization. Its failure was perhaps failing to continue to materialize this 
force with every death, although in recent months there has been a resurgence 
in vengeance attacks. If we are to build a rhythm of bashing back, we must be 
steadfast in refusing to let the death of a trans woman go unnoticed. We must 
impose our own powerful rhythm, identifying the nodes of gender policing 
and violence in our local terrain of struggle and exacting our vengeance upon 
them, displacing the rhythms of fear, victimization, and empty gestures that 
continue to characterize current anarchist, feminist, or trans-activist responses 
to gender violence. Through connecting the terrain of our daily life to cycles 
of the struggle against gender violence, we make material our resistance and 
leave a material mark of our refusal of victimhood. If this practice is to resonate 
we must steadily build this rhythm and refuse to allow anyone to ignore the 
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things constitute an attack upon gender itself, although it may stimulate it to 
evolve in order to maintain its existence. Through and against are distinguished 
by where (and thus how) the conflict takes place. These overlapping circles — 
the impossible existing and the nonexistent – produce one another endlessly, 
composing the topography of the world. I’ve gone over why the existing is 
impossible, but the status of nonexistent might be less obvious. The nonexistent 
is not something that can be acquired, but exists as the shadows and holes 
produced by the structuring of the world. It is not a way out. Yet, in the very 
foundation of this world lies its weakness, by the very fact of its own creating. 
Not-this, not-that: negation at its heart. Nothing, the very same as the graininess 
that gives rise to the conflict. Nothing because it lacks categories, because it is 
the emptiness that overflows every name given to it. It cannot be put to work, 
it is always breaking down. It cannot be rendered tame, but it will explode in 
revolt. It exists in the spaces between the things, and in the heart of every thing. 
It can never be contained. This Nothing attempts to destroy everything in its 
path. 

Looking at the negative responses dysphoria presents, I think a course of 
action against gender emerges. Where dysphoria drives us towards destruction 
and away from interacting with gender on its own terms, we see something (or 
rather, Nothing) that dissolves, attacks, demolishes. This might often appear as 
destruction of the self or directed against the self such as suicide, drug (ab)use, 
self-harm, but also can appear as any other outwards action where I, unstable 
and miserable, unravel everything around me. These all are fundamentally an 
undoing, action which threatens the very existence of structure. Misgendering 
is an instance of this structure imposing itself, spurring this conflict into even 
greater violence within me. The violence visited upon trans bodies is also an 
undoing of the conflict, although it works in attempt to stamp out this Nothing. 
Every action we could take that interacts with gender directly will at best be 
ineffective, every effort to impose gender upon us is met by increased resistance, 
and all that is left is destroy. Only Nothing can destroy gender. 

To elaborate and clarify: this world is typified by the operations of 
productive power, creating two overlapping shadows. At once, there is the 
existing, a direct result of power’s creation. As a simultaneous corollary, the 
nonexistent appears as produced holes, gaps, shadows, a mirage of what could 
be but contradicting themselves fundamentally. Both the existent and the 
nonexistent are impossible, empty. Their existence is both enabled and plagued 
by a graininess that cannot be contained by either but which production finds 
itself needing. Gender exists as an aspect of the power that creates the world, 
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